We mourn and we reflect upon the death of our intellectual companion and friend, Ze'ev Falk, on Shabbat, September 19, 1998. It is both blessed and painful that he died very quickly after learning that he had a brain tumor, painful in that we did not have the time to say the goodbye we would have liked from half a world away. While Ze'ev was in his mid 70s when he turned his face forever to G-d, for many of us at the Journal who knew him, it is as if a much younger man has been taken from our midst, a scholar (we might say of others) just reaching his prime. For indeed, having lived a series of lives, as a rabbi and rabblerouser within Israel's Orthodox community, a beloved law teacher at Hebrew University, the rector of the Seminary of Judaic Studies, author of numerous texts on law and religion and Jewish law, and a reverent poet, when we made Ze'ev's acquaintance through David Cobin of Hamline University School of Law, it seemed to us as if Ze'ev was just getting started. He had lectured all over the globe, from Heidelberg and Moscow to Sao Paolo, New York, and Berkeley, but he was far from finished, though he worked with the instinct of someone who knew his days were numbered. Shortly before his death, he gave lectures in Japan comparing Jewish law and Japanese religions, and he was working in the U.S. on an international study team on religious views of women's rights, to name only two projects we knew of.
Ze'ev's approach was not simply intellectual; it was consistent with the tradition of wisdom: just as he was made Yaqir Yerushalaim, elder of Jerusalem, in recognition of his place as an elder of community life, so he was an elder of intellectual life in law and religion. That we at the Journal came upon him so late in his life is more a sad reflection of the insularity of academic circles, even in law and religion, than of his attempts to reach out to the world from his distinctive place in Jewish life.
We will be publishing some of Ze'ev's last work in the next issue of the Journal, so in some ways this tradition of conversation with him will continue. But not to have him with us, to experience the delight of his piety, his daily kindness, and his engagement in learning ever more about the human experience with G-d is hard.
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